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July 2, 2025

Honourable Tamara Davidson Honourable Adrian Dix

Minister of Environment and Parks Minister of Energy and Climate Solutions
PO Box 9047 Stn Prov Gov PO Box 9060 Stn Prov Gov

Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 Victoria, BC V8W 9E2
ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca ECS.Minister@qgov.bc.ca

Dear Minister Davidson and Minister Dix:

Re: Impacts to Kitsumkalum First Nation’s Aboriginal Rights from the Proposed Ksi
Lisms LNG Terminal and Ancillary / Component Projects

Kitsumkalum First Nation (Kitsumkalum) has been a participating Nation since 2021 in the
Environmental Assessment process for the Ksi Lisms LNG Project (the “Project”). Following
participation in the Environmental Assessment (EA) process and ongoing interactions with the
Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) and proponent(s), Kitsumkalum has arrived at the
conclusion that impacts from the Project and ancillary (component) projects are not fully
understood and, therefore, cannot be mitigated. Kitsumkalum, by this letter, gives notice of lack
of consent for the Project for reasons discussed herein.

The Ksi Lisims LNG Facility will require natural gas and power to operate. As the facility will be
located on a very remote island on the north coast, interconnection with the electrical power grid
will require the construction of two new transmission lines and the input feed gas for the facility
will require construction of a new natural gas pipeline. The Ksi Lisims LNG Facility is completely
contingent upon the development of these three third-party owned major projects, yet the
impacts of these component projects have not been adequately scoped within the EA process
for the Project. Kitsumkalum is of the view that each of the Project components - the Ksi Lisims
LNG facility, the PRGT pipeline, the 500Kv transmission line from Terrace north, and the private
transmission line connecting from the 500Kv transmission line to the Project - collectively
comprise one project, yet each of these components has been or will be assessed for effects in
isolation. This siloed method of evaluating the Project does not enable a holistic or fulsome
assessment of the Ksi Lisims LNG Project in its entirety, nor does it fully capture the cumulative
impacts on Kitsumkalum Aboriginal Rights.

The Prince Rupert Gas Transmission (PRGT) project, which will supply natural gas to the Ksi
Lisims LNG Project, has an Environmental Assessment Certificate (EAC) that is now 10 years
old, and at this point there is no obligation to update the assessment or the mitigation
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environmental management plans. PRGT has applied for multiple EAC amendments, one of
which is for the pipeline route to now feed the Ksi Lisims LNG Facility via sub-sea pipe laid
across the Portland Canal seabed, in Kitsumkalum territory.

There will also be two new transmission lines constructed to supply electricity to the Ksi Lisims
LNG Facility. A new 500 kV transmission line will be required from Terrace to a hew substation
(both currently proposed by BC Hydro). Currently the 500Kv transmission line and the new
substation are proposed to travel through / on Kitsumkalum Treaty Settlement Lands and Treaty
co-management areas. Kitsumkalum Treaty (including land offer) was initialed by the
negotiating parties, including the Province of BC, in June 2024, signaling the move to ratify the
Treaty in 2025. Also proposed is a new private transmission line to travel from the proposed
(new) substation, noted above, to the Ksi Lisims LNG Facility. The portion of the private
transmission line nearest to the Ksi Lisims LNG Project site has been scoped into to the Ksi
Lisims LNG EA; however, the portion of the transmission line scoped into the EA was
inadequately characterized and does not reflect the entirety of potential effects. This
transmission line will also have a sub-sea crossing through the Portland Canal; however, the
location of the transmission line crossing has not been specified. The sub-sea portion of the
line in Kitsumkalum territory and the eastern end of the line are proposed on Treaty Lands.

Uncertainty remains associated with the impacts to fisheries of the sub-sea linear installations
associated with the PRGT project and the electricity transmission line. Kitsumkalum fishermen
utilize the Portland Canal for commercial and Food, Social and Ceremonial (FSC) harvest of
halibut and other species. It remains uncertain whether the installation of underwater
infrastructure will create a permanent restriction, either/or both direct or perceived, on bottom
contact fishing within this area. Additionally, as the routes for these two sub-sea installations
have not been specified, it is unclear whether the crossings will be in two different areas,
thereby increasing the overall area of potential impact. Impacts to Kitsumkalum fishing rights is
further exacerbated by the increase in marine shipping traffic travelling to and from the Ksi
Lisims LNG Facility (and cumulatively by shipping from other projects using the Portland Canal).
Kitsumkalum asserts that Ksi Lisims LNG facility, the PRGT pipeline, and the proposed private
owned transmission line will cause impacts to marine navigation and marine fisheries by
reducing access to fishing or shoreline harvesting sites and/or causing avoidance of the area
(directly through regulation or indirectly through perceived threat or regulations). This in turn will
negatively impact Kitsumkalum'’s rights in marine environment for harvesting resources for food,
social, ceremonial, economic, subsistence and trade purposes.
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For Kitsumkalum the impacts to regional transportation corridors, associated with the Project
activities, were not adequately characterized or assessed within the EA process. Highway 113,
which travels through Kitsumkalum Treaty Lands and the broader territory, is the primary
corridor for travel to the Nass Valley (access for the Project and component projects). This
narrow, winding, rural highway has several single lane bridges and is not designed to host a
large amount of construction traffic. Reportedly, the Ksi Lisims LNG Project will result in a
negligible amount of terrestrial traffic. However, Kitsumkalum has experienced major projects
and their impacts in the region in the past, and based on this first-hand experience, anticipates
that the combined volume of traffic from the simultaneous construction of four major projects in
the region will significantly impact the Highway 113 transportation corridor. Without the full
assessment of all components of the Project, Kitsumkalum cannot understand the full scope of
impacts on local highways, transportation and how Kitsumkalum community safety, access, and
harvested wildlife will be impacted.

Over the past decades, Kitsumkalum community members have also witnessed the social and
economic impacts that major projects have on the northwest region. Development of major
projects, which creates an influx of transient workers and management level staff with
disposable income, is the primary underlying cause of increased substance abuse,
homelessness, and crime, and increased housing costs and/or lack of available housing for
proportionally vulnerable groups such as Indigenous communities and is a notable cause of
increased pressure on locally harvested resources (e.g. increased non-local hunting and fishing
pressures). As an economic hub in the northwest of BC, Terrace will see the effects of disparity
in wages from large companies that will displace both local workers (no one to work at minimum
wage jobs) and local business in the supply chain. The simultaneous construction of four major
projects, not including other regional projects such as LNG Canada Phase II, will further
exacerbate regional social economic issues, including a potentially disproportionate impact to
Indigenous well-being outcomes. The BC EAO has conditioned the Ksi Lisims LNG, and other
projects/parties to participate in and/or contribute to a regional cumulative effects initiative,
should one be created. Although this condition is a step in the right direction, it lacks the
platform for success. In collaboration with the impacted Indigenous Nations, the Province must
develop a regional cumulative effects framework to address and further mitigate the Northwest
BC regional social and economic issues that arise from simultaneous development of major
projects. To be comprehensive all relevant stakeholders should be invited, including Northern
Health, municipalities, the Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine and others.

We are of the view that the assessment of the Ksi Lisms LNG Facility is incomplete to
understand the extent of potential adverse effects to Kitsumkalum. The assessment has
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resulted in an incomplete picture of the effects due to due to a lack of scope. An assessment of
the cumulative effects of the Project (including all its components) is inadequate. Unfortunately,
the assessment failed to be designed to ensure that its scope was appropriate and could be a
mechanism to address the full breadth of potential impacts on Kitsumkalum’s Aboriginal Rights.
The pipeline and transmission lines constitute activities and/or off-site facilities that are integrally
related to the Ksi Lisims Project and as such, should to have been fully scoped into the
assessment.

In summary, Kitsumkalum’s criteria to make a free, prior and informed decision has not been
met. Due to the limited scope, the draft assessment report fails to consider or describe the full
breadth of potential effects of this Project on Kitsumkalum Title, Rights and Interests. As such,
in accordance with our inherent rights, laws, customs and teachings, we cannot make a
decision on this Project. We require a comprehensive understanding of the impacts and effects
of the Project and all its components. In addition, consent from Kitsumkalum requires
commitments for the life of the Project, including environmental protection and oversight specific
to the needs and interests of Kitsumkalum, appropriate accommodation for those impacts that
cannot be mitigated, and a fair and equitable share of the benefits being derived from our lands
and resources. While discussions are ongoing with Ksi Lisims LNG, the discussions associated
with the component project are in early stages in both the feasibility and regulatory contexts. As
such and at this time, Kitsumkalum does not consent to the Ksi Lisims LNG Project.

For any further comments and clarification please respond directly to Nicole Wallace from the
Kitsumkalum Environment, Lands, and Referrals Department, at nwallace @kitsumkalum.com.
Please cc projects@kitsumkalum.com in all correspondence.

Sincerely,

Troy Sam,

Sm’oogyit Ha’uts, Waap (House of) Lagaax,
Chief Councilor, Kitsumkalum Indian Band
tsam@Kkitsumkalum.com
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Cc:

Alex Bolton, Sm’oogyit Hataxgm Lii Mideek, Waap (House of) Lagaax, Treaty Negotiations,
kalum.treaty@kitsumkalum.com

Steve Roberts, Sm’oogyit Wiidildaldit Na'algyax Gaax, Waap (House of) Lagaax, Band
Manager, sroberts@kitsumkalum.com

Nicole Wallace, Director Environment, Lands and Referrals, nwallace @kitsumkalum.com
File management, projects@kitsumkalum.com

John Antill, Project Assessment Director, EAO, John.Antill@gov.bc.ca

Edwin Hubert, Regional Engagement Lead, EAO, Edwin.Hubert@gov.bc.ca

Ross Neil, Team Lead, IAAC, Ross.Neil@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

Victoria Hart, Project Manager, IAAC, Victoria.Hart@iaac-aeic.gc.ca
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